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The PEX Utility is a Diskette Exercise Utility.  It allows the user to move the head to any cylinder (for alignment purposes), or to move the head in a continuous motion (for cleaning disk purposes).  The syntax of the PEX command is:

          =====================================================

          !  PEX,:a,bbb                                       !

          !                                                   !

          !          :a  = drive number (0-7, colon optional) !

          !          bbb = cylinder count                     !

          !               (optional if formatted disk mounted)!

          !                                                   !

          !  abbr: NONE                                       !

          =====================================================

     Once the specified command has been entered, the specified drive head will be restored (moved to cylinder 0), and a sub-menu will be displayed.  Several keys are recognized by the program at this point:

D      allows you to specify a new drive number

C      allows you to move the head to any cylinder

S      set a new step rate for the drive

A      automatically step from cylinder 0 to the top cylinder

R      move the head to cylinder 0

T      move the head to the top cylinder

     If the automatic mode has been set, any of the other commands will terminate the operation.  Pressing BREAK at any time will abort the program and return control to LDOS.

     If you have a head cleaning diskette, the automatic mode may be used to move the head across the diskette.  Use directions supplied by the head cleaning manufacturer.  You may turn the system clock on prior to entry into the program to have a seconds timer available.  It is not advisable to run PEX on any one drive for more than 15-30 seconds at a time while the head cleaning disk is in place.  Although most manufacturers claim that the kits are non-abrasive, too much of a good thing could mean trouble, and this means HEAD WEAR.  Please follow your kits instructions.  We suggest that if you only use your computer a few hours a day, then ONE cleaning a year should be sufficient.  Even heavy users should only clean once a month or less.  You'll notice that the head cleaning kit does not tell you HOW to actually clean the head.  Most people simply insert the disk, and boot the system.  This does NOT do the job, and of course, will only work on the drive 0 disk.  Aren't you glad you have PEX?

